“Cultural sustainability”, an antidote for the mind against the poison of “financial ideology”.

Today, we are all in need of a daily dose of antidote to prevent our minds being polluted and poisoned by a despotic and tyrannical force that is invading and contaminating all spheres of knowledge, human life and its various forms of expression.

This deadly toxin is called “financial ideology” and we all risk being unwittingly poisoned. Without realising it, we all find ourselves talking about interest rates, spreads and derivatives as if we had never done anything else in our lives.

This mentality, corrupted and infected by the concept of “interest” and “profit”, is becoming part of us, contaminating every aspect of our thinking, destroying the drive of curiosity and generosity that is intrinsic to and long associated with ideas and creativity.

Also sustainability is today reduced to “financial matter”, which means the savings of energy and money.

We wish to "build for life", but in this ideological climate to achieve this goal we can't do anything but turn everything into numbers, laws and regulations that will always miss the heart of the problem.

We must instead promote a "cultural sustainability" to preserve those values ​​that couldn't never be translated into numbers and regulations, and we should strongly affirm the primacy of that values on numbers and finance. The absolute primacy of the "how" on "how much".

Today, the pressure that financial and monetary themes have on public opinion on all levels is taking on connotations which, in by virtue of its pervasiveness and ability to oppress our minds and the spirit of the masses, can only be compared to the insidious power of the worst totalitarian ideologies produced by our continent in the 20th century.

I realise that denouncing the international financial and banking system as the keystone in a climate of ideological oppression comparable to that propagated by Nazism or communism may seem excessive, but unfortunately the arrogance of those who support the objective supremacy of figures that express money, interest rates, laws of monopoly, as well as the objective lack of economic freedom caused by the progressive polarisation of wealth, leads to the conclusion that the recession we are currently experiencing is beneficial to few and damaging to many. 

And for those few, an atmosphere of fear, of terror, of inevitable, imminent disaster, which leads to resignation and makes this new form of slavery, “indebted democracy”, acceptable, is all part of the game. 

Through this debt, favoured and facilitated by the banking system and the corrupt incompetence of politics, a handful of bankers can actually control the fate of the planet, including art, culture and the media. Thus, everything becomes a financial problem, just like every issue was once a racial one. 

We are in the throes of a “financial dictatorship”, which in order to rule undisturbed must spread its ideological poison by establishing a climate of monetary fear and terror.

All of this cannot but have consequences also in the sphere of culture and art. Even we are now convinced that architecture is essentially a financial question, when in history it was never so. 

No one in the past ever built a great piece of architecture by envisaging it as a financial plan. Quite the contrary. Curiosity, the spirit of discovery and creative passion gave rise to the need to invent something new, and only later was a financial plan drawn up to make it all possible. Finance was and is a tool, not an end in itself. Finance deals with “how much” and not with “how”.

This, the “how”, is our field as architects and as intellectuals. And today, we architects are called upon to defend it at all costs, fighting with all our professional and intellectual efforts the spread of global standardisation, that only serves a false free market governed by global monopolies, and promoting differences and diversity with determination.

We possess the source codes of creativity. We must use them to overturn the codes of expression, to reinvent the language, wrong-footing those who strive to wipe out creativity through homogenisation. What creates true wealth in nature is difference, not sameness. This is the cultural sustainability that we have a duty to uphold against all those who seek to impose a single model and thinking instead of design and creativity.

